
CCSMM: 
Increase Reuse &Recycling 
Working Group
January 10, 2023



Resources for 
SMM at Schools
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School Cafeteria Waste



CCSMM
Housekeeping

¶This meeting is being recorded.

¶Pleasekeep your microphones mutedunless 
sharinginformation.

¶Participantsare encouraged to turn webcams on 
andactively participate during the meeting.

¶Please share your questions, comments &ideas through the 
ZOOM Chat feature. There will also be opportunity for 
public comment at the end of the meeting.

¶Feedback can also be sent by 
email to: DEEP.RecyclingProgram@ct.gov
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Disclaimer

These presentations are provided as part of DEEP's CCSMM 
IRR Working Group webinar series.This document does not 
constitute DEEP policy. Mention of trade names or 
commercial products does not constitute endorsement or 
recommendation of use. Links to non-DEEP websites do not 
imply any official DEEP endorsement of or responsibility for 
the opinions, ideas, data, or products presented at those 
locations or guarantee the validity of the information 
provided. Links to non-DEEP servers are provided. Links to 
non-DEEP servers are provided solely as a pointer to 
information that might be useful to DEEP staff and the 
public.
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Agenda

¶Welcome and Introductory Remarks
¶Co-Chairs: Ben Florsheim and Denise Raap

¶Panel
¶Sherill Baldwin, CT DEEP

¶Waste in Schools
¶Katherine BeerBruns, Recycling Coordinator, West Hartford

¶West Hartford's School Cafeteria Food Scrap Collection Program
¶Kyle Harris, Science Teacher, LitchfieldHigh School

¶School Cafeteria Food Scrap Diversion to Recovery

¶Tammy Thornton, Executive Director, Wilton Go Green, and Chair, Zero 
Waste Schools Coalition
¶Efforts/Initiatives of Schools in the ZW Schools 

Coalition/Resources/Wilton Go Green Evolution

ÅHeather Billings, Senior Waste Reduction Consultant, CET
ÅCET Resources for Schools

¶Sherill Baldwin, CT DEEP
¶Resources, Professional Development for Educators

¶Discussion/Questions

¶Closing Remarks
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Time for 
a Poll!
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Review: 
Waste in Schools
Sherill Baldwin, CT DEEP
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Waste 
Generated in 
Schools
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ɆAdministrative Offices

ɆClassrooms

ɆTeacher's Room

Paper (office 
paper, 

newspapers, 
flyers, posters)

ɆAdministrative Offices

ɆClassrooms 

ɆTeacher's Lounge

ɆKitchen/Cafeteria

Bottles and Cans 
(glass, metal & 

plastic)

ɆClassrooms

ɆTeacher's Room

ɆKitchen/Cafeteria
Milk cartons/juice 

boxes

ɆAdministrative Offices

ɆKitchen/Cafeteria

ɆJanitorial Closets/Supplies
Cardboard/Box 

Board
CT's Mixed Recycling 

(single stream) 
Program



CT's Mixed 
Recycling 
Program
"What's IN, 
What's OUT"

IN
(accepted in recycling bin)

¶Paper ɀcopy paper, flyers, 
junk mail, posters 

¶Empty metal, plastic or glass 
food and beverage 
containers (bottles, cans, 
jugs, jars), incl. 10lb cans or 
other items from kitchen

¶Empty milk cartons, juice 
boxes

¶Cardboard

OUT
(not accepted)

¶Paper - no constructionor 
tissue paper;no paper 
with paint/glue/glitter

¶Please empty make sure food 
containers are empty/free of 
food and liquids

¶No plastic bags

¶No plastic straws or 
wrappers, no plastic utensils
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Some examples for managing waste in schools
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Paper, bottles and 
cans, milk cartons and 
juice boxes, cardboard

ɆFollow same 
recycling rules as 
home recycling

Uneaten food, food 
scraps

ɆSharing Tables

ɆClassroom "worm 
farms"

ɆOn-Site Composting

ɆOff-Site 
Composting/AD

Plastic film/Plastic 
Wrap

ɆTrex - contest

Candy wrappers, chip 
bags, misc. Items

ɆTerraCycle

Textile Recycling

ɆCollect for 
school/community 
fundraiser



CT DEEP 
Webpage

/Resources

¶List of Municipal Recycling 
Coordinator/Contactshttps://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Re
duce-Reuse-Recycle/Local-Municipal-Recycling-
Coordinators

¶CT DEEP School and Institution 
Recycling https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Reduce-
Reuse-Recycle/Schools/School-and-Institution-
Recycling-Main-Page

¶CT DEEP ɀEducator 
Workshops https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Education/E
ducator-Workshop-Curricula

¶CT Green LEAF Schools (coordinated by 
COEEA) https://www.coeea.org/ct-green-leaf-
schools

¶Textile Recyclinghttps://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Reduce-
Reuse-Recycle/Textiles-Reuse--Recycling

11

https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Reduce-Reuse-Recycle/Local-Municipal-Recycling-Coordinators
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Reduce-Reuse-Recycle/Schools/School-and-Institution-Recycling-Main-Page
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Education/Educator-Workshop-Curricula
https://www.coeea.org/ct-green-leaf-schools
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Reduce-Reuse-Recycle/Textiles-Reuse--Recycling


West Hartford's Food 
Scrap Collection 
Program
Katherine Beer Bruns, Recycling Coordinator

West Hartford, Connecticut
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FOODSCRAP COMPOSTING PROGRAM
WEST HARTFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS



WEST HARTFORD PROGRAM

ÅBackground
ÅWest Hartford Approach ςonboarding new schools
ÅFood Scrap Program in Action



PROCESS

ÅEngage new school about 6 weeks ahead of planned implementation
Å{ŜƴŘ άƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇŀŎƪŜǘέΥ tƻǿŜǊ tƻƛƴǘΣ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ǘŜƳǇƭŀǘŜǎΣ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎΣ ƭƛƴƪ ǘƻ 

NBC story
ÅMeet with principal & head custodian to discuss roles and responsibilities
ÅPTO  ςGoogle Doc for parent volunteers, etc
ÅPresent at staff meeting (food waste crisis, recycling refresher) 
ÅTeachers ςhelp build excitement (one teacher made a power point)
ÅSTART!



OVERVIEW  

ÁWhy Divert Food Waste?

ÁStakeholder responsibilities
ÁDepartment of Public Works
ÁBoard of Education
ÁNutrition Services
ÁCustodial



WHY DIVERT FOOD SCRAPS FROM TRASH?

ÁEnvironmental Benefits ςreduces harmful methane emitted from 
food waste in trash 

ÁStudents will encourage similar behavior at home

ÁStudents will connect personal behavior to environmental impact

ǐStudents will feel empoweredas change makers with this 
actionable practice

ǐ/ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ²Ŝǎǘ IŀǊǘŦƻǊŘΩǎ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎȅ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ

ǐSupport CT, the UN, USDA and EPA ςall have Food Waste reduction 
goals for 2030



WHY COMPOST IN SCHOOL?

1. It is good for the environment and saves 
West Hartford money

3. Diverting food waste from trash reduces 
trash volume, saving $ on disposal costs

2. Empowers our students! They learn THEY can 
make choices that are good for their earth

4. Circular economy learning 
ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅΥ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ŦƻƻŘ ǿŀǎǘŜ Ҧ 
ŜƴŜǊƎȅκŎƻƳǇƻǎǘҦ ƎǊƻǿ ŦƻƻŘҦ ǊŜǇŜŀǘ

MSW = Municipal Solid Waste



AVERAGE WEEKLY STUDENT FOOD WASTE IN 
WEST HARTFORD

Food Waste per 
Student per Week

Student #
TotalLbsof Food 
Waste per Week

Elementary
1.13 lbs/wk

3844 4345

Middle
.75 lbs/wk

2087 1565

HighSchool
.35 lbs/wk

2946 1031

TOTAL 5910

Source: Recycling Works, MA
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ÁCustodial



DPW ROLE
Á Provide and distribute equipment

Á Collect and transport food waste

Á Provide educational signage

Á Resource for food compost related educational material

Á Request the volume of food scraps diverted at each school from the 

hauler


